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“Meningitis/Encephalitis syndromic testing:
the neurologist's point of view."

Dr_ Kristen Assad ‘ TriStar Centennial Medical Center, TN, USA
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“The diagnostic value of rapid syndromic testing
in lower respiratory tract infections”
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Dr. Kristen Assad TriStar Centennial Medical Center, TN, USA

“Meningitis/Encephalitis syndromic testing:
the neurologist's point of view."

Every Minute Counts When it Comes to Meningitis. Decreasing time to result can help improve patient
outcomes. Distinguishing viral from bacterial meningitis based on clinical presentation and initial CSF
parameters presents a considerable challenge. Standard testing methods are time consuming and as a result,
standard of care dictates that suspected meningitis cases are treated empirically pending diagnostics results,
inevitably leading to patients’ being unnecessarily exposed to empirical antimicrobial treatment. Rapid
diagnostic tests may help alleviate this unnecessary uses of antibiotics and antivirals. | will introduce several
cases in which the Meningitis/Encephalitis Syndromic test affected patient management and highlight not
only the benefits of a positive test result, but also the power of the negative test.
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Dr_ TUfik Assad Williamson Medical Center, TN, USA

“The diagnostic value of rapid syndromic
testing in lower respiratory tract infections”

Current guidelines for the diagnosis and management of pneumonia will be discussed, with particular
emphasis on the limitations of standard microbiological testing in the identification of specific pathogens. | will
introduce the diagnostic challenges for healthcare providers caring for patients with lower respiratory tract
infections and | will then share several cases from clinical practice that highlight the accuracy and timeliness of
rapid syndromic testing in lower respiratory tract infections.
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